
Flavour ID: FLAV_34920 

 

Essay: Aaron's Journey in The Priest by Francine Rivers 

Francine Rivers’ The Priest portrays Aaron as a complex character whose life reflects the 

struggles of faith, leadership, and human vulnerability. Aaron, the older sibling of Moses, is 

pivotal in the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, as well as their spiritual growth. Throughout 

his journey, he experiences both success and setbacks, influenced by his personal strengths and 

flaws. This piece will delve into Aaron's persona, examine how his strengths and weaknesses 

shape his life and the Israelites', and contemplate the valuable lessons we can learn from his 

experiences in contemporary society. 

 

Understanding Aaron's Character 

The Priest portrays Aaron as a dual character. He is a man devout in his beliefs yet 

capable of displaying uncertainty when faced with challenges. Notwithstanding, God chooses 

him for a position that will later prove to be very significant: God appoints him the inaugural 

high priest of Israel, tasked with acting as a mediator between the celestial and the terrestrial—

man. This responsibility demands a high level of commitment to spiritual matters, a virtue that 

Aaron undeniably possesses. His proficiency in leading religious rituals, performing offerings, 

and petitioning on behalf of the people displays his unwavering dedication to this faith. 

 



However, Aaron is human, and Francine does not shy away from depicting his 

imperfections. A central part of his personality is his susceptibility to being swayed by others, 

especially when confronted with the desires of his subjects, so it's safe to say he is a people-

pleaser. Irrefutable evidence of this plays out in the incident with the golden calf, where Aaron, 

feeling pressured by the Israelites, creates an idol for them to worship (Exodus 32). This act of 

rebellion highlights a significant flaw in Aaron’s character: his inability to stay resolute when 

faced with opposition. Undoubtedly, many contemporary believers will find this extremely 

relatable because of the constant struggle to find one's voice in the face of a brutally hostile 

world. 

 

Aaron's Strengths and Weaknesses 

A delicate balance of strengths and weaknesses influences Aaron's journey. One of his 

major strengths is his ability to mediate. God see this strength, and chooses him to serve as an 

intermediary between Moses and Pharaoh. Likewise, being the high priest, he carries the 

responsibility of making sacrifices on behalf of the people, a duty that displays his strong sense 

of duty and empathy. His readiness to bridge the gap between a perfect God and an imperfect 

world proves his dedication to his calling. His role as an intercessor brings to mind the teachings 

of early fathers of faith, like St. Augustine, who wrote, “True leaders are those who lead with 

humility and intercede with compassion.” Aaron's compassion towards the people shines through 

in various instances in his life, especially when he fervently beseeches God to show mercy on the 

Israelites during times of crisis and war. 

As with every other human, Aaron also has significant weaknesses. Of these, one that 

stands out is people-pleasing. The incident with the golden calf is a clear example of this 



weakness. When confronted with the impatient demands of the Israelites, Aaron gives in and 

moulds an idol, going against God's commands. This not only breaks God's trust but also 

undermines his credibility as a spiritual leader. Aaron's failure to withstand external pressure 

resonates with contemporary believers' struggles to stand firm in the face of a inimical world that 

constantly strives to make them submit to her inordinate desires. 

 

The Impact of Aaron's Strengths and Weaknesses 

Aaron's strengths and weaknesses had substantial effects on his life and ministry but had 

even more significant effects on the Israelites. His ability to mediate effectively played a 

momentous role in the development of the priestly system, which became integral to the way 

Israel worshipped God. The rituals of sacrifice, intercession, and atonement that Aaron started as 

a high priest were essential in upholding the covenant between God and his people. Likewise, 

this gave God's people a sneak peek at what happens in the throne room. The guidance he offered 

the Israelites in matters of faith was pivotal, emphasising the importance of a resilient leader who 

is devoted to carrying out God's plans. 

Nonetheless, the weaknesses Aaron displayed had gruesome outcomes. The golden calf 

incident not only put his relationship with God at risk but also caused the Israelites to commit 

sin. By falling short during this critical time, Aaron procured disastrous repercussions for his 

people, eventually resulting in punishment (as death) for many. This moment of weakness on 

Aaron's part serves as a reminder of a more general truth: when leaders neglect their duties, it can 

have harmful effects on those under their guidance. As stated in Proverbs 29:18, “Without 

vision, the people perish.” With Aaron, his failure to provide clear spiritual guidance during a 

time of crisis led to a decline in the people's faithfulness to God. 



  

Were these Outcomes Well-Deserved? 

To holistically determine whether the outcomes were earned, it is essential to review both 

his deeds and how God responded. Despite his many mistakes, Aaron maintained his position as 

high priest and guided the Israelites in their religious practices. This typically depicts God's 

kindness and compassion towards Aaron, even when he acted against His will. Aaron's later 

years show a path of redemption, where he matures in his duties and faithfully fulfils his role as a 

spiritual compass. His life serves as evidence of the statement made in Romans 11:29: “For 

God's gifts and His call are without repentance.” Even though Aaron's flaws had the better of 

him, his calling as high priest was not withdrawn because God's grace surpasses human 

imperfection. 

At the same time, though not directly, Aaron faced some repercussions in his life. Despite 

being spared himself, his sons Nadab and Abihu were punished by God for offering strange fire. 

This devastating event caused Aaron great anguish and emphasised the repercussions of 

disobeying God. It served as a reminder that actions have consequences. Aaron experienced a 

mix of mercy and justice in his life—he was able to keep his role, but the consequences of his 

family's actions were not forgotten. 

  

Teachings From Aaron's Life 

Aaron's journey provides practical lessons that are applicable to real-life scenarios. One 

important takeaway is the significance of being steadfast in one's beliefs, even when faced with 



opposition, regardless how fierce it is. Aaron's failure to stand firm against the pestering 

Israelites resulted in disastrous outcomes, serving as a warning for both present-day leaders and 

followers alike. Personally, during my days as the senior prefect of my high school, I 

encountered similar challenges in upholding my principles amidst the extraneous pressures, 

especially from contemporaries. And I often found myself in a dilemma of whether to 

compromise or stay resolute. Those moments of uncertainty perfectly mirrored the struggles 

Aaron had. Bottom line: Aaron's story is a reminder that effective leadership entails both 

empathy and resolve, and that compromising on one's values can have an unintended aftermath. 

Aaron's life also teaches about the power of redemption. Despite his array of 

inadequacies, Aaron received God's grace and served as a high priest until his very last days. 

This serves as a strong reminder that there is no mistake that God cannot forgive, and He can still 

use us for His plans even after we have fallen short. As St. Augustine famously stated, “God 

never leaves His children, even when they turn away from Him.” Aaron's life story illustrates 

that God's purpose for us is not based on our flawlessness but on His mercy and favour. 

Ultimately, Aaron's journey in The Priest by Francine Rivers showcases a blend of 

strength and weakness, success and shortcomings. His pivotal role as high priest held enormous 

significance for the spiritual well-being of Israel, imparting valuable insights on leadership, faith, 

and redemption. Despite his flaws causing substantial setbacks, Aaron's life exemplifies the 

boundless grace and compassion of God. His experiences deeply resonate with real-world 

struggles such as navigating leadership hurdles, familial discord, and maintaining tenacity in the 

face of adversity. The outcomes of Aaron's life exemplify the dual qualities of divine justice and 

mercy, bringing hope to those striving to learn from their mistakes, fulfil their purpose, and offer 



reasonable sacrifices to God. This, I believe, Dr Chinyere Oko-jaja said perfectly in her book The 

Four-Dimensional Youth, “The test of love for God is in your ability to make sacrifices.” 


